They eat the food and drink the wine. Everyone is having a good time.
II But what's that smell?
Mary?
We've got a few stories of a woman anointing Jesus' feet or his head with fragrance.
1 And there were many Marys; it was a very common name. So the details between the stories and the Marys easily get muddled and confused. Rumours start too. So to clarify, this was Mary of Bethany, not Mary Magdalene. Neither "Mary" was a prostitute or anything like that. Nor was there any hint that Jesus was married or romantically involved with either of them or anyone else.
So, back to that smell. What is it? Nard!?! 1 In addition to this one, a very similar episode is told in Mark 14:3-9 (parallelled in Matthew 26:6-13), though there are important differences too. It's likely these are accounts of the same event. Another episode is recounted in Luke 7:36-50; quite clearly this is a different event.
Nard is a thick, essential oil. It comes from a plant that only grows high in the Himalayas. Nard was very valuable as perfume, incense, medicine and food seasoning.
2 For the rich. Nard was very expensive. The name "Bethany," this town of Mary, Martha and Lazarus, just outside Jerusalem, means "House of the Poor."
3 How did Mary from Bethany have expensive nard on hand? I have not idea.
What's that smell?
Foot washing!?! Being forced to wash someone's feet was demeaning. However, choosing to wash someone's feet was a powerful sign. It showed your devotion, your love, your gratitude, your willingness to serve them, and the honour you gave to them. 5 She acts like a disciple. She is a disciple, a student of rabbi Jesus. We almost take this for granted now, but realize how radical it was when Jesus welcomed women and men to follow him and be his students, to share in the intimacy of the rabbi-disciple relationship. This got people talking.
What do you smell? Craig Keene observes: " [G] iven the taboos of the very pious against even speaking with women, and undoubtedly the suspicions of most people when too much cross-gender affection between non-relatives appeared in public, her action would probably seem immoral to many bystanders if they were present." Quoted in Bruner 698. But here's Jesus . . . talking about . . . his death.
"Let her be," he says to Judas and anyone else looking down on Mary. "Those poor you are so concerned about" -and no one is more devoted to them than Jesus -"you will always have them with you." In other words, we have countless opportunities to serve the poor, bless them, help them, act with love to them. Let's not use Jesus' words here as an excuse to ignore the poor or be complacent about poverty. That would be a betrayal of Jesus, maybe as much as Judas'. At this dinner party that starts it off, Jesus makes it so clear where he is going.
We've already had hints:
• Back near the beginning, when John the Baptizer pointed to Jesus and proclaimed: "Look! The sacrificial lamb of God, who will take away the world's sin."
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• Also near the beginning, when Jesus disrupted the sacrifices in the Temple, and spoke of his own body being torn down and rebuilt.
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• When Thomas, without a doubt, talked about going and dying with Jesus.
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• With the cloud of opposition growing, and the authorities resolving to put Jesus to an end. Nor has she kept it for that coming day; it's all over Jesus' feet. Still, I think Jesus' meaning is quite clear: he is linking her actions with his soon-to-come death.
9
John 1:29.
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John 2:13-22. This episode when Jesus symbolically stopped the Temple's operations happened during the last week, as the other Gospels make clear. John's Gospel brings it forward to near the beginning of Jesus' ministry, so this event of confrontation and hint of death and resurrection will shape how we read everything that follows.
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John 11:16. Thomas is too-often remembered for his "doubting" (see 20:24-29), but rarely for his final and profound proclamation of Jesus (20:28), nor his faithful willingness to suffer and die with Jesus.
